
Hymn Spotlight: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

 

This hymn for the time after Epiphany 

recaptures Christ’s birth and baptism, the 

wedding at Cana, healing and conquering 

evil, all in the first three stanzas. The author, 

Christopher Wordsworth, explains his text as 

a “recapitulation of the successive 

Manifestations of Christ which have been 

already presented… throughout the season.” 

The fourth stanza turns toward our response. 

 

Wordsworth was the son of an Anglican priest 

and the nephew of the poet William 

Wordsworth, with home he corresponded and 

whom he visited regularly. He spent much of 

his life as a parish priest. He wrote most of his 

hymns while serving a small country parish in 

Berkshire from 1850-1869. He intended to 

write hymns that covered the entire church 

year, and be of high quality and for the people 

– meaning intelligible rather than trite. In 1869 

he became bishop of Lincoln, England. In 

addition to “Songs of Thankfulness and 

Praise,” our primary worship resource 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship contains one 

other Wordsworth text: “O Day of Rest and 

Gladness” (ELW #521). 

 

We sing “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 

on January 11 at Trinity, the day the church 

around the world celebrates Christ’s baptism. 

 
Information compiled and expanded from Hymnal Companion to Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship ©2010 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 
manifested by the star 
to the sages from afar, 
branch of royal David's stem 
in thy birth at Bethlehem: 
anthems be to thee addressed, 
God in flesh made manifest. 
 
Manifest at Jordan's stream, 
prophet, priest, and king supreme; 
and at Cana wedding guest 
in thy Godhead manifest; 
manifest in pow'r divine, 
changing water into wine; 
anthems be to thee addressed, 
God in flesh made manifest. 
 
Manifest in making whole 
weakened body, fainting soul; 
manifest in valiant fight, 
quelling all the devil's might; 
manifest in gracious will, 
ever bringing good from ill: 
anthems be to thee addressed, 
God in flesh made manifest. 
 
Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 
present in thy holy word; 
grace to imitate thee now 
and be pure, as pure art thou; 
that we might become like thee 
at thy great epiphany, 
and may praise thee, ever blest, 
God in flesh made manifest. 
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