
 

 

 

A LIGHT FOR REVELATION TO THE NATIONS 
Celebrating Candlemas 

 
 

On February 2, the western church keeps 

the festival of the Presentation of Our 

Lord. This festival retells the story from 

Luke’s gospel when Jesus, forty days after 

his birth, was presented in the temple. 

Simeon and Anna, elders among the 

people, held the baby Jesus in their arms 

and blessed God. According to Luke, 

Simeon sang the song, “Lord, now let 

your servant go in peace, your word has 

been fulfilled, for my own eyes have seen 

your salvation which you have prepared in the sight of every people. A light for revelation to 

the nations, and the glory of your people Israel.” (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

This festival became an occasion to praise God for illuminating light, and echo of Epiphany on 

January 6. In Simeon’s song, he praised God for being able to see with his own eyes the light 

of Christ in the child Jesus. Now he can go in peace – die in peace – for he has seen the promised 

one, fulfilling all prophesies. The festival is sometimes called Candlemas because it became a 

time each year when the candles of each church were blessed during the mass. It is perhaps 

no coincidence that our modern Groundhog Day, where the shadow of an animal predict 

winter’s duration, is also on February 2. 
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Lutherans know Simeon’s song (the nunc dimittis) well. For centuries, it has been sung at the 

conclusion of the eucharist, as if we were like Simeon. Having held the Christ in our hands, 

we can now go – go from the service, go into the world, but also go to our death – having seen 

the visible word of God in bread and wine. Simeon’s song is also sung by the church at the 

end of compline, or “night prayer,” as if to say, “we can sleep now in peace, trusting that light 

will return with dawn tomorrow.” 

 

This year, the festival day of Candlemas falls on a Thursday. Since Christians follow the Jewish 

ordering of time when the new day begins at sundown the day before, we can begin 

celebrating Candlemas on the evening of Wednesday, February 1. We will do that very thing 

this year at Trinity Church, but in a particularly special way. 

 

Ryan Brown (Baritone) and congregant Miriam Jensen (Oboe) will join me in performing 

Cantata 82, Ich habe genug, by Johann Sebastian Bach in the weekly midweek Holy Eucharist at 

6:00 p.m. The cantata is a reflection on Simeon’s song: Ich habe genug means in English “I have 

had enough,” paraphrasing Simeon’s “let your servant go.” Bach composed the cantata for the 

February 2 festival while he served as cantor in Leipzig. In our service, the cantata will be 

interspersed throughout the 45-minute service. Wednesday dinner will follow the liturgy with 

cantata, and then following dinner we will have an intergenerational session with all in 

attendance, including the confirmation classes and the children of the Trinity Choristers. This 

session will consider the content and meaning of the cantata for our time. 

 

Some in the church regard Christmas to be a forty-day season drawing to a conclusion on 

February 2.  Perhaps you still have your Christmas tree up and are looking for a good occasion 

to take it down before Lent! Candlemas is a good day to choose! In the festival, while we are 

beginning to trust that the sun’s light will dawn brighter and longer as we move toward 

spring, we learn to trust that all our times are held in God’s mercy. Candlemas is our festival 

to sing with Simeon – we can too can go in peace – wherever we go -- trusting that God fulfills 

the promises made to us and all of God’s people. 

 

I hope you will come on Wednesday, February 1 at 6 p.m. to celebrate Candlemas together. 

 

Cantor Mark Mummert 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL UPDATE 
Jessica Sutherland, President 

 

The Council met on January 9. 
   

We spent most of our time planning the Annual Meeting of the Congregation which is to occur 

on January 29.  Scott Baeder presented the draft 2017 Budget on behalf of the Finance 

Committee; the Council approved it for presentation at the Annual Meeting.  Scott also 

indicated that he was still working on the 2016 Financial Report & Balance Statement; these 

reports will be ready in time for our first congregational informational session on January 22.  

Our Vice-President, Jake Schur, also presented the slate of nominees for Council and for the 

2017 Nominating Committee.  The Council thanks all of the candidates for their willingness to 

serve and also thanks the 2016 Nominating Committee for their service. 
 

The pastors and cantor presented their reports; in his report, Cantor Mark showed us the new 

artwork for the Music at Trinity series and indicated that a mailing was recently sent to 

members and friends of Trinity. 
 

As recommended by the Finance Committee, the Council approved a revised policy for 

Undesignated Funds.  The policy is the same as that passed by the Congregation in 2003 and 

amended in 2015 but clarifies that gifts received from the Worcester Foundation are exempt 

(in keeping with current practice).  The policy further clarifies the differences between Donor 

Designated and Trinity Designated Funds. 

The Forward Leadership Team recently attended a retreat at Camp Calumet and is busy 

planning some new initiatives for Trinity.  The team will present more information at the 

Annual Meeting. 
 

Per the Articles of Incorporation, the Congregation Council serves as the Board of Trustees for 

the TLC Christian Preschool.  We approved the 2017 Annual Budget for the Preschool that was 

submitted by their director, Mary Creager.  Mary also reported that the Preschool’s staff 

recently received very positive feedback from the Early Childhood Education professors at 

Becker College.  Well done! 
 

Finally, the Council recognized Beth Axelson, Thom Tarquinio, Elizabeth Conley, and Susan 

Brown who all completed their Council terms.  Beth is thanked for completing two consecutive 

3-year terms on Council. The others are all seeking re-election at the upcoming Annual 

Meeting. 
 

Our next regularly scheduled Council meeting is on 13 February at 7 p.m.  All are welcome to 

attend.   
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New Member Classes will be held February 12 

and February 19 at 11:15 a.m. in the Library.  If 

you have been regularly attending Trinity as a 

worship guest, the pastors invite you to make a 

formal commitment to membership of Trinity 

Church as an important part of your faith journey.   

In the classes, Pastor Susan and Pastor Nathan 

will lead reflection and  conversation on what 

church membership means in the 21st century and 

the expectations of membership at Trinity Church 

today.  Refreshments and a light lunch will be provided.  New members will be officially 

received at the 10 am liturgy on Sunday, Feb 26 (Transfiguration Sunday).  If you are interested 

in participating, or know of others that would be good candidates for the classes, please let 

one of the pastors know (Pastor Susan:  sknatchigal@trinityworc.org;  Pastor Nathan:  

npipho@trinityworc.org).  Existing members of Trinity are also welcome to participate as a 

refresher on membership and to serve as a resource for the new members.  To God be the glory 

as the Holy Spirit continues to build Christ’s church on earth!   

 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!! 
 

We wish to thank all who participated in the Rite 

of Installation and Commemoration of the Rev. Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. last Sunday. Thanks to all 

who attended and assisted in the service, provided 

food for the meal afterward, and contributed to the 

$635 collected for the LGBT Asylum Support Task 

Force, Worcester.  You helped make it a fantastic 

celebration of the Holy Spirit’s work among us.  

We are indeed honored and humbled to have been 

called among you to Welcome, Proclaim, and Serve 

in Christ’s Name as pastor and cantor and are grateful for the many ways you have made us feel 

welcomed and affirmed in our new roles. Again, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!              

Nathan Pipho, Pastor  Mark Mummert, Cantor 
 

mailto:sknatchigal@trinityworc.org
mailto:npipho@trinityworc.org
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Faith Formation for All Ages 
 

 

Sunday Education for Children & Youth 9 - 9:45 a.m. 

Elementary: Sunday Morning TEAM in the back half of Fellowship Hall 

Middle School: Confirmation with Karin Underkoffler in Confirmation classroom, ce214 

High School: Meets in Youth Room 
 

Wednesdays 8 – 9 a.m. 

Trinity’s Men’s Bible Study will resume its weekly meetings on January 4, 2017, in the 

Golden Room.  New members are always welcome!   
 

Wednesdays 7 – 8 p.m. 

Middle School: Confirmation with Melissa Butler in Confirmation classroom, ce214 

High School: Meets with Jena in Youth Room 
 

Adult Forum:  The Adult Forum meets from 9 a.m. to 9:50 a.m. Sunday mornings in the library, 

accessible by either of Jeppson’s hallways.  The nature of the forum is that of exploration and 

sharing of one’s doubts and certainties.   Participants are encouraged to speak from one’s own 

perspective and to engage in “active listening” so that there is space for each participant to 

share one’s opinion / position, to be heard and be challenged to grow.   

 
 

An Action/Reflection Model:  A number of parishioners 

have asked about the use of our new communion rails.  

During the month of February, we will be moving forward 

with our use of the rails and creating our patterns for 

approaching and leaving the table of the Lord.  Beginning 

Sunday, February 5, we will initiate a new pattern for 

movement.  Following the 10 a.m. liturgy on February 12, we 

will discuss insights and feedback related to this pattern for movement: what worked well and 

what might be improved.  As mentioned previously in the Parish Notes, there are a number 

of matters that remain a work in progress.  Moving forward we will discover new ways of 

being together that strengthen our identity as a community faith and uphold our commitment 

to welcome all to worship and gathering at Christ’s table.       



6 

+ Worship at Trinity Lutheran Church + 

 

  

Wednesday, February 1: The Eve of the Presentation of Our Lord / Candlemas 

Malachi 3:1-4 My messenger is a refiner and purifier 

Luke 2:22-40 The child is brought to the temple 

Bach Cantata No 82, Ich habe genug 

6 p.m. - Midweek Holy Eucharist (Nave) 
 

Sunday, February 5: Fifth Sunday after Epiphany/Lectionary 5 

Isaiah 58:1-9a The fast that God chooses 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 God’s wisdom revealed through the Spirit 

Matthew 5:13-20 The teaching of Christ: salt and light 

Psalmody: Psalm 112:1-9 Light shines in the darkness for the upright. 

Hymn of the Day:  Gather Us In, ELW Hymn 532 

We cannot live without salt or light. In the gospel for this coming Sunday, Christians are called to 

be like salt and light for others. Come to worship, to enter once again in the light of the baptized 

assembly, to hear the word, and to share in the meal of forgiveness. 

8 a.m. – Holy Eucharist (Christ Chapel) 

10 a.m. – Holy Eucharist (Nave) 
 

Wednesday, February 8 

6 p.m. - Midweek Holy Eucharist (Nave) 
 

Sunday, February 12: Sixth Sunday after Epiphany/Lectionary 6 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Choose life 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 God gives the growth 

Matthew 5:21-37 The teaching of Christ: forgiveness 

Psalmody: Psalm 119:1-8 Happy are they who follow the teaching of the Lord. 

Hymn of the Day: God, When Human Bonds are Broken, ELW Hymn 603 

Much of the New Testament is a commentary on the Old Testament, in the light of Christ. The gospel 

for this coming Sunday is an example of this, as Matthew quotes Jesus discussing several of the Ten 

Commandments. Come to worship, to hear these words, to pray for strength to live God’s ways, and 

to share in the meal of forgiveness. 

8 a.m. – Holy Eucharist (Christ Chapel) 

10 a.m. – Holy Eucharist (Nave) 
 

Wednesday, February 15 

6 p.m. - Midweek Holy Eucharist (Nave) 
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Sunday, February 19: Seventh Sunday after Epiphany/Lectionary 7 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18 Acts of mercy and justice 

1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 Allegiance to Christ, not human leaders 

Matthew 5:38-48 The teaching of Christ: love 

Psalmody: Psalm 119:33-40 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes. 

Hymn of the Day:  O Day of Peace, ELW Hymn 711 

The gospel reading for this coming Sunday is familiar to many people: let the evildoer strike also your 

left cheek; give to everyone who begs; love your enemies; be perfect. These commands in Matthew 5 

are hard to hear. Come to worship to receive both these words and God’s blessings of forgiveness. 

8 a.m. – Holy Eucharist (Christ Chapel) 

10 a.m. – Holy Eucharist (Nave) 

 

 

Wednesday, February 22 

6 p.m. - Midweek Holy Eucharist (Nave) 

 

Sunday, February 26: Transfiguration of Our Lord/Last Sunday after Epiphany 

Exodus 24:12-18 Moses enters the cloud of God’s glory 

2 Peter 1:16-21 Shining with the glory of God 

Matthew 17:1-9 Christ revealed as God’s beloved son 

Psalmody: Psalm 2 You are my son; this day I have begotten you. 

Hymn of the Day: Jesus on the Mountain Peak, ELW Hymn 317  

This coming Sunday we conclude the time after Epiphany by celebrating the Transfiguration of our 

Lord, when Jesus went up a mountain and showed himself to be divine. Then next Wednesday we 

observe Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, as Jesus walks up another mountain and shows 

himself to be human. Come to worship, to praise this Jesus Christ, to hear him speak, and to partake 

of his body. 

8 a.m. – Holy Eucharist (Christ Chapel) 

10 a.m. – Holy Eucharist (Nave) 
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VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER AND MUSIC 

 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 6:30-9 p.m. 

JEPPSON HALL 

 

During a four-course catered meal for both adult couples and singles, 

soprano Christine Petkus and Cantor Mark Mummert on the grand 

piano will offer a concert of vocal music including operatic works, art 

songs, and lighter fare such as Broadway hits and folk tunes.  

 

The meal will be catered by Cafe Reyes of Worcester, a Cuban 

restaurant with a mission. (www.cafereyes.org) 

 

 First Course: Ensalada Café Reyes (Green salad of mixed greens, tomatoes, black beans, corn, 

diced mango, red onions, and a mango vinaigrette 

 Second Course: Sopa Cubana de Frijoles Negro (Classic black bean soup with roasted 

vegetables) 

 Third Course: Choice of Mojo Pork (slow-roasted pork, black beans, white rice, and fried 

plantains) OR Eggplant Rollatini (Thin slices of eggplant stuffed with parmesan and ricotta 

cheeses, served with homemade tomato sause and penne pasta) 

 Fourth Course: Flan (A vanilla egg custard topped with caramel sauce) 

 

Cost per person is $30, includes the four-course meal and the concert of music.  

Pre-purchase the tickets at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/valentines-day-

dinner-and-music-tickets-31264089734?aff=es2 or use the QR code here: 

 

Diners are invited to bring a bottle of wine to share with other diners. 

The youth of Trinity Lutheran Church will serve the meal. Childcare is 

available upon advance request (Please email mmummert@trinityworc.org or call 508-753-2989, 

ext. 14 before February 10 to reserve childcare.) Special guests will include friends from the LGBT 

Asylum Task Force of Worcester 

(www.lgbtasylum.org). 

 
Canadian-born soprano, Christine Petkus, has been hailed as a singer who "demonstrates 

great talent and diversity and has a great way of engaging with the audience, and a “standout 

[who] showcased her vocal agility and dramatic abilities.” She has performed leading roles 

with Greater Worcester Opera, OperaTunities, Mass Theatrica, HUB Opera Ensemble, and 

Opera del West. Equally at home on the concert stage, Ms. Petkus has been the featured 

soloist in such works as Faure's Requiem, Syzmanowski's Stabat Mater, Mozart's Grand 

Mass in C Minor  Handel's Messiah, Vivaldi's Gloria and Dubois’ Seven Last Words of 

Christ. Ms. Petkus holds a Master’s Degree from the New England Conservatory with a concentration in Opera 

and honed her vocal technique and artistry with Jack LiVigni (Metropolitan Opera) and Heidi Skok (Metropolitan 

Opera) 

 

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cafereyes.org%2F&h=ATNtUgK3FsiipThZJOKB5l5q9_oIwtry_QBsAqeFMxY1ZTcwatI84H9njMudc31qCgRXQSJAiuBSE39jMwIvCUF46xs1AYPPJUgu2B05lwI1nupdNHTgvpCCeQHyH1bf8cBL&enc=AZN7_qPfv51G_kTugU8zRwnnbPt9WaKfGY170sBaBikNG9Y6bPnVYDB0EwLGgALTeFE&s=1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/valentines-day-dinner-and-music-tickets-31264089734?aff=es2
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/valentines-day-dinner-and-music-tickets-31264089734?aff=es2
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lgbtasylum.org%2F&h=ATPFsKuqbMPCUi9Yy7mskjYgcQUXBN_50dN4SmajlxvPMESSl4ucYEvVG_fFCwTh4u1xPDTVloC5l9g9ZCIija9lETk04xJXJUnIZm8GWquMGdDX4bVFKRDr5KxBDu_x6Ak2&enc=AZPDu8pO1yPa3rvCR9ppkI7NbPR_bJ1Wjmb3wQ5HFBFoiSXLUk58Z76oKKcCjuQWwio&s=1
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TRINITY CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
 

   Officers:     Other Council Members: 

  

   

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To contact someone on the Council, e-mail admin@trinityworc.org and the 
Parish Office will forward the messages; or mail your note to  

Trinity Lutheran Church, 73 Lancaster Street, Worcester, MA 01609-3152. 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

Jessica Sutherland 
     President 
     president@trinityworc.org 
 

Jacob Schur 
     Vice President 
     vicepresident@trinityworc.org 
 

Dale Mattice 
     Secretary 
     secretary@trinityworc.org 
 

Jonathan Hill 
     Treasurer 
     treasurer@trinityworc.org 

 

Beth Axelson 
Susan Brown 
Alivia Burns 
Elizabeth Conley 
Kathleen Gingras 
Richard Grusell 
Tim Horan 
Mark Mummert 
The Rev. Susan Nachtigal 
The Rev. Nathan Pipho 
Thom Tarquinio 

Danny Whittemore 

PARISH STAFF CONTACTS 
Parish Office: (508) 753-2989 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jeff Heath 
Building Manager/Lead Custodian 

jheath@trinityworc.org 
 

Deadline for March 2017 Issue: February 20, 2017 

 

The Rev. Susan K. Nachtigal 
Lead Pastor 

(774) 330-8212 mobile 
sknachtigal@trinityworc.org 

 
Mary B. Creager 

Director of TLC Christian Preschool 
mbcreager@trinityworc.org 

 
Karen Allen 

Office Manager 
admin@trinityworc.org 

 
 

The Rev. Nathan D. Pipho 
Pastor 

(617) 388-5636 
npipho@trinityworc.org 

 
Mark Mummert 

Cantor 
mmummert@trinityworc.org 

 

Jena Hardy 
Director of Youth & Family Ministry 

jhardy@trinityworc.org 
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 PASTORAL ACTS  

 

 

BAPTISM 

Jayce Ryan Canfield  8.January 

 

 

 

 CELEBRATIONS  

 

BIRTHDAYS 
Virginia Pano 4.February 

Beatrice Oja 15.February 

The Rev. Paul Kennedy  17.February 

Ethel Glidden 21.February 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Paul and Martha Hagberg 15.February 

Joseph and Ingrid Rossetti 16.February 

 
Birthdays and anniversaries are noted each month after persons have reached the age of 80 or 

have been married for twenty-five years or more. Thereafter anniversaries are noted in five-

year increments until couples celebrate fifty years, and then every year after fifty years is 

reached. If we missed your special date, know that the error was unintentional, and inform 

the parish office so that the record may be corrected. 
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Briefly Noted 
 

Remember, First Sunday Is Food Sunday!  Please bring your non-perishable food items to 

Trinity on February 5 and March 5.  Your food donations go to Carty Cupboard, which 

provides food to those in need in the immediate area. Thank you for helping those in need! 

 

Office Closed: The parish office will be closed on Monday, February 20 in observance of 

President’s Day.  If you are in need of pastoral care, you may call Pastor Nathan’s cell phone 

at (617) 388-5636. 
 

Is church cancelled or delayed due to weather conditions?  If you are asking yourself this 

question, you may get an answer by doing one of the following: 1) Call the parish office at 

(508) 753-2989 and listen to the voice mail message; 2) Listen to either WTAG (580 AM) or 

WSRS (96.1 FM) for the list of closings or delays; or, 3) Watch the cancellation/delay listing at 

the bottom of the screen on WBZ channel 4, WCVB channel 5 or FOX channel 25. 

 
 

Do you need a copy of the Word in Season booklet?  This is a great tool for everyone to use 

as they study the Bible.  The book can be mailed to you or picked up quarterly.  Each day of 

the quarter has its own page listing several readings from the Bible as well as a commentary 

about something in the reading.  It takes only a few minutes each day and it gives an inspiring 

message.  Please call the parish office at (508) 753-2989 and request your copy and that your 

name be added to our regular mailing list.  The parish office now has the issue for January, 

February and March 2017.   
 

Is someone in the Hospital?  If you know that a parishioner is in the hospital, please call the 

parish office at (508) 753-2989 to let us know.  Also, please be sure to have your loved one's 

Trinity membership included in their hospital profile.  Calls are made daily to the area 

hospitals, and names of Trinity members who are in the hospital are provided to us for 

updating in the Parish Notes. 
 

Mark Your Calendars!  Elm Park Ministries Day Camp will be for two weeks starting with 

Mondays of July 31 and August 7, 2017 at Trinity Lutheran Church.  More details will be 

coming in the spring.  
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Are you looking for something to do outside of your home?  The Welcome Desk at Trinity is 

looking for a few people to help for a few hours each week or every other week.  If interested, 

please contact Karen Allen, Office Manager, by email (admin@trinityworc.org ) or by phone 

(508-753-2989 Ext. 11) 

 

Communion Distribution, Assisting Ministers, Sacristans, Bread Bakers and Ushers:  

Perhaps you are feeling called to serve as a leader in Sunday morning worship.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity to grow in faith and to learn more about our shared worship life.  If 

you are interested in this ministry, please contact one of the pastors.  A training session will 

be scheduled in the near future.  God is glorified in our serving!   

 

Many thanks to those who helped with the Annual Meeting including the Congregation 

Council and the Dine with Nine who provided the refreshments, those who wrote reports 

about various committee and team activities, the staff who prepared the room and the copies 

of all the reports, the Scott Baeder and the Finance Committee who put together all of the 

financial reports and to everyone who helped during the meeting itself.  Thank you for your 

continued support. 

 

 

Follow the ministry of Trinity on Social Media! 
 

Facebook.com/tlcworcester 

Twitter: @tlcworcester 

Instagram: trinityworcester 

 

If you have pictures of the Trinity ministry in action for posting, please submit to either 

Cantor Mark (mmummert@trinityworc.org) or Pastor Nathan (npipho@trinityworc.org). 
 

 
Acolyte Training:  For youth in grades 5 and above, there will be an Acolyte training session 

on Sunday, February 5 immediately following the 10 a.m. liturgy.  Please speak with Jena 

Hardy or Beth Axelson if you have any questions. 

 

  

mailto:mmummert@trinityworc.org
mailto:npipho@trinityworc.org
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Carty Cupboard Food Pantry 

Wesley United Methodist Church 

 
Greetings! 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to say Thank You so very much for all the wonderful 

items and money you folks donated to Carty Cupboard Food Pantry during this year.  The 158 

bags of items we received from you were greatly appreciated by our clients. 

 

In the coming New Year, we are going to try to be more health conscience in what we pack in 

the bags of food we distribute to our clients.  We are going to start by eliminating the higher 

sodium foods.  In this effort we will be cutting back on mac & cheese, dry and canned soups 

and Meals in a can like pasta, stew or hash.  We are going to replace these items with minute 

rice, brown is best but white is fine, too.  To add a protein, we are also going to include low 

sodium beans like kidney, cannellini and black bean and check peas, too.  Below is a list of the 

items we will pack. 

 

Thank you all again for your continued support and kindness in your giving to our mission to 

help those who are hungry. 

 

Nancy J. E. Spencer of the Carty Cupboard Food Pantry 

 

Food Items: 

Cereal, cold & hot 

Canned Fruit packed in juice 

Jelly, in plastic containers 

Low sodium vegetables 

Pasta 

Minute rices 

Low sodium beans 

 

Personal Care Products: 

Toothpaste 

Deodorant 

Shampoo 

Feminine Products 

Diapers sizes 1-6 

 
  

There is plenty of tuna, canned chicken and peanut butter from the 

State of Massachusetts, so these are not needed at this time. 
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YOUTH NEWS: 

First Night at Trinity:  For several years, Trinity has hosted events for the public on New 

Year’s Eve.  This year, First Night Worcester used Jeppson Hall for two concerts in the late 

afternoon.  Twenty-one youth and five adults representing Trinity and other LIPY churches 

helped to sell tickets, direct guests to bathrooms and sold popcorn and hot chocolate.  Once 

the First Night activities at Trinity were done, youth feasted on bagel pizzas before heading 

out into the night to check out some other venues.  The highlights included a wagon ride, a 

comedic hypnotist and Chinese acrobatics.  Our own Max Guertin was a great sport as he 

volunteered to demonstrate his ribbon dancing abilities in front of the crowd!  Youth rang in 

the New Year together, participated in some crazy games where volunteers put shaving cream 

on their faces and the rest of the youth threw cheese balls at them, tried to pass life savers to 

one another with toothpicks in their mouths and attempted to get cookies from their foreheads 

into their mouths without using their hands.  Volleyball was played for hours and in the 

middle of a church-wide Nerf game, the fire alarm randomly went off making the night even 

more memorable!  Some youth and adults slept for a few hours while the rest of the brave 

souls stayed awake until they went home. Thanks again to Kathy Gingras and Norma Mills 

for chaperoning! 
 

Kids Cooking and Delivering Meals:  We’re starting something new to 

connect some of our older church members with our youngest ones.  Kids 

and their parents are invited to prepare a meal together at church once a 

month and deliver it to pre-determined older adults.  We’re hoping that it’s 

going to be the start of a new, important intergenerational ministry!  Stay tuned for more 

details and ways to participate.  Please talk to Jena if you have any ideas or input! 
 

Youth to help serve at Valentine’s Day Dinner on Tuesday, February 14: 

Middle and high school aged youth are invited and encouraged to help serve a four course 

meal at Trinity’s Valentine’s Day Dinner.  It’s going to be fun to see Jeppson Hall transformed 

into a four-course restaurant complete with singing!  Please let Jena know if you’re planning 

to help so you know what to wear and what time to be there! 
 

How to respond to homelessness and need?  Lately, it seems like a lot of us are noticing and 

wondering what our response should be to those who are homeless here in Worcester.  What 

do you and your family do?  Do you keep Blessing Bags in your car and hand them out to 

those you encounter?  Do you knit scarves and leave them in public places?  Please send Jena 

an email or leave a note in her mailbox so she can compile a list of ideas that others might want 

to try! 
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April Mission Trip to Gettysburg, PA:  During April School Vacation, Trinity youth, Pastor 

Nathan and Jena will be going to Gettysburg with the rest of the LIPY group!  The cost is 

$400/person.  Please see Jena to find out how much you owe! Remember, there is a 

MANDATORY Mission Trip Meeting on Sunday, March 26 at Bethlehem Lutheran in Sturbridge.  

Please make sure you have the afternoon/evening free so you can be at this meeting!   

 

2018 National Gathering – Houston, TX:  Youth who are currently in grades 8, 9, 10 and 11 

are eligible to participate in the ELCA’s National Youth Gathering in Houston June 27-July 1, 

2018!  It might seem like a long time from now but there’s LOTS to do and plan for between 

now and then.  The average cost per/person in $1,000 so we need to start getting serious about 

fundraising ASAP.  Please contact Jena if you’re interested in going! 

 

 

 

 

 Basketball Games  

and  

Community Breakfast 
 

When:   Saturday mornings from January 28, 2017 through March 18, 2017 from 9 a.m.  

  till 12 p.m. 
 

Where:  Trinity Lutheran Church Gym, Kitchen and Fellowship Hall 
 

Players: Grades 4 through 6  
 

Volunteers: Volunteers of all ages interested in coaching, refereeing, scorekeeping,  

cooking and serving meals and much more 
 

Contact:   Jake Shur –  jake.schur@gmail.com or (978) 602-4115. 
 

Donate:   Financial donations to help fund the league and breakfast can be made at the  

following link: https://workday.benevity.org/community/fundraiser/876 
 

 

mailto:jake.schur@gmail.com
tel:(978)%20602-4115
https://workday.benevity.org/community/fundraiser/876
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2017 ALTAR CANDLES, FLOWERS, TOWER LIGHTING, 

TRINITY NEWS and TV MINISTRY 
 

In this coming year, the Parish Office encourages donors for the altar candles, flowers, tower lighting, Trinity News 

and TV Ministry to sign up early by using the following form.   

 

Name:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ___________________________   E-mail: ____________________________________________ 
 

 Altar Candles:  $15 per month to sponsor the altar candles for the month of ___________ 2017.  The 

dedication is to read “given to the glory of God in honor/memory/celebration (circle one) of: 

_______________________________ by ___________________________. 
 

 Altar Flowers: As sponsor, you will order the flowers from the florist of your choice.  You may have 

the florist pick up the floral inserts from the Parish Office if you are ordering the double bouquet 

for the stands or you may order an arrangement in a vase that the florist supplies. The cost is paid 

directly to the chosen florist and the donation is noted in the bulletin for the chosen Sunday. Please 

call the Parish Office if you have any questions about this process. 
 

I would like to give the flowers on Sunday, __________________, 2017.  The dedication is to read 

“given to the glory of God in honor/memory/celebration (circle one) of:  

_____________________________________ by ______________________________________________. 
  

 Tower Lighting: $15 per half month to sponsor the Tower Lighting for the first half/last half (circle 

one) of the month of _____________________ 2017. The dedication is to read “given to the glory of 

God in honor/memory/celebration (circle one) of: ________________________________ by 

______________________________________________________________________________________.  
 

 Trinity News: $50 per month to sponsor Trinity News for the month of _____________ 2017.  The 

dedication is to read “given to the glory of God in honor/memory/celebration (circle one) of: 

_____________________________________ by ______________________________________________. 
 

 TV Ministry: $150 per Sunday broadcast to sponsor the TV Ministry for Sunday, ________________, 

2017.  The dedication is to read “given to the glory of God in honor/memory/celebration (circle one) 

of: ______________________________________________________________ by _______________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________. 
 

Total amount enclosed:  $ __________________ 

This form is due in the Parish Office by Tuesday at 5 p.m. if not earlier. Thank you. Or you may drop 

this form and payment made out to Trinity Lutheran Church in the offering plate on Sundays, at the 

Parish Office, or send by mail to Trinity Lutheran Church, 73 Lancaster Street, Worcester, MA  01609.   
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TLC Christian Preschool 

 

 

Our outreach programs are going very well 

this year.  The girls in this photo are 

displaying the hats, scarves and mittens we 

collected for Net of Compassion here in 

Worcester.  We will continue collecting 

items for this organization through 

February.  They are in need of adult sized, 

new or gently used, coats, jackets or 

sweatshirts.  Please drop them off in the bin 

outside Mary’s office.  We thank you for 

participating in our programs.   

As we enter into the month of February, we look forward to the warmer days ahead and using 

our playground once again.  In order to utilize the whole area, we are still looking at ways in 

which we can raise funds to replace the ground cover and or move the whole playground.  If 

you or anyone you know, would like to share fundraising ideas or make a donation, please 

contact Mary Creager at 508-753-2989 x17.  Thank you. 

 

 

Hello from The T.E.C. School! 
 
 

 
We are delighted to share that our enrollment is growing in the elementary classroom and 
that our admission season is underway. It is amazing to see how our students are benefitting 
from a hands-on Montessori approach. “What is Montessori?” you ask. Stop by for a visit 
and a tour on Tuesdays, January 31, February 7 and 14  from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., and we 
will happily show you around!  
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The Montessori approach allows us to individualize each child’s education to maximize their 
innate talents, and includes life skills curriculums like Grace and Courtesy and Practical Life.  

 

Why Montessori?  
A Montessori classroom is a child-centered, peaceful environment that nurtures a student’s 
natural passion for learning.  
 

The American Montessori Society, of which The T.E.C. Schools belongs, states that a 
Montessori education offers our children opportunities to develop their potential and become 
engaged, competent, responsible, and respectful citizens. Montessori students become 
confident, enthusiastic, self-directed learners. They are able to think critically, work 
collaboratively, and act boldly—a skill set for the 21st century. 
 

 Each child is valued as a unique individual.  
 Beginning at an early age, Montessori students develop order, coordination, 

concentration, and independence. 
 Students are part of a close, caring community.  
 Montessori students enjoy freedom within limits.  
 Students are supported in becoming active seekers of knowledge.  

 
Do you know anyone whose children may benefit from an individualized program. Please 
share our information with them.   Thank you! 

 
Rupali Sharma, Director of The T.E.C. Schools. Think. Explore. Create.    
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______________________________________________________________________  

Trinity Worship Services on TV and the Internet 

Internet Webcasts- www.trinityworc.org  -or- www.vimeo.com/trinityworcester 
 

TV- Same Day Broadcasts:  Shrewsbury- Channel 28, Sunday 8 p.m., Monday 12:30 a.m. 
 

TV- Delayed Broadcasts:  Worcester- Charter TV-193, Sunday 4 p.m.; Channel 194, Sunday 11 

a.m.; Auburn- Tuesday 11 p.m., Thursday 10 p.m., Sunday Noon & 11:30 p.m.; Holden- 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Thursday 7 p.m.; Hudson- Sunday 11 a.m. & 5:30 p.m., Wednesday 

3 p.m.; Leicester- Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 8 a.m., Sunday 10 a.m.; Oxford- Sunday 1:15 

a.m. & 9:15 a.m.; Spencer- Saturday & Sunday 8:30 a.m.; Sterling/Lancaster- Saturday & 

Sunday 9 a.m.; Sutton- Tuesday, Thursday & Sunday  9 a.m.  

Trinity News (USPS 641-200) is published monthly by Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 73 Lancaster Street, Worcester, 
MA, 01609. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to TRINITY 
NEWS, Trinity Lutheran Church, 73 Lancaster St., Worcester, 
MA, 01609. Periodicals postage paid at Worcester, MA. 


